
Welcome to Fourth Grade at WC Petty!
August 17, 2021

Dear Fourth Grade Families, 

My name is Courtney Rieb, and I and am thrilled to be teaching fourth grade at W.C. Petty! I have been a resident of Antioch for
my whole life, and I am a graduate of Grass Lake School and Antioch Community High School. I earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Elementary Education with an endorsement in English as a Second Language from Northern Illinois University and graduated 
Summa Cum Laude with full University Honors. Currently, I am working toward earning my Master of Arts in Gifted Education 
from Concordia University Chicago.  I am passionate about education and making a positive impact in the lives of students!

I cannot wait to begin this journey with you and your child. It is of utmost importance for me to provide a safe environment in 
order for your child to feel welcome and valued in the classroom. Our classroom environment will foster cooperative group work 
and building relationships while enriching the learning process. This process will promote a community of learners in which I am a 
facilitator.

The students and I will work diligently in the first week of school to create a safe, respectful, & responsible learning environment 
with established routines, procedures, and a classroom mission statement. Our mission statement will align with the following 
guidelines.
Rule 1: Do nothing to keep the teacher from teaching or others from learning.
Rule 2: Show respect for each other, the teacher, and the property of others.
Rule 3: Be prepared and give your best effort.
Rule 4: Conduct yourself in a manner that ensures your safety and the safety of others.
These expectations will also be set for our virtual learning platforms such as Google Classroom.

Throughout the year, I will use positive, proactive methods to encourage appropriate classroom behavior. Your child will be 
actively involved in lessons, and will enjoy educational incentives in return for excellent effort and meeting classroom 
expectations. In the event that behavior issues arise, I will be fair and respectful in my approach to resolve them while preserving 
the dignity of your child. My goal is to provide an atmosphere where all students will achieve academic, social, and emotional 
growth in a positive learning climate. 

I believe that with the support and encouragement of school staff and family members, your child will experience success in 
fourth grade and find life-long enjoyment in learning. To ensure this success, it is important to maintain open communication 
between home and school. Please do not hesitate to contact me via email at crieb@antioch34.com if either you or your child is 
concerned about a school matter. Alternatively, you may leave a message on my school voicemail at (847) 838-8126. The phone 
will not ring during school hours. Please let me know if you would like to schedule a phone call. I have created a ClassDojo 
account for our class. This will be a great way to communicate quickly with text like messages and you will be able to view a class 
wall, which is like a Facebook feed, but for our class. You can connect with the login information that is provided. There are 
instructions if you are new to ClassDojo or already have an account. Please do not hesitate to reach out with questions!

I will respond to messages after students have been dismissed for the day, or if possible, during the day. Throughout the year, I 
will provide regular communication to parents through weekly newsletters. In addition, I will contact you periodically to inform
you of upcoming events, share good news about your child’s progress, and address problems, if any arise. I can’t wait to rock this 
school year!

Sincerely,

Ms. Courtney Rieb
Email: crieb@antioch34.com
Voicemail: 847-838-8126
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Expectations
1. Students will be engaged in whole- and small-

group learning.
• Listening with eyes and ears
• Asking and answering questions
• Participating in discussions

2. Students will be engaged in independent 
learning.

• Completing assignments 
• On time
• To the best of individual 

student’s ability
• Making an effort to 

complete all parts of the 
assignment

• Participating in chats/discussions
3. Students will reach out with questions.

• Please encourage your child to let me 
know if they need help! I will check in 
with students, but I can’t know about 
all problems in the classroom unless 
they are communicated.

4. Students will do their best to communicate 
feelings so that I can support social-emotional 
needs.

• We will be focusing on social-
emotional needs through lessons and 
discussions, but please encourage 
your child to let me know if there is 
something going on that he/she needs 
to talk with me about! I am here to 
support students. J

• We will be using restorative practices 
this year and focusing on classroom 
culture as we come together for 
community circles to get to know 
each other and participate in activities 
as a class.

5. Students will be relying on me as their teacher 
for school support. However, at-home support 
is imperative for success.  

6. I will respond to all communication as quickly as 
possible, but please be patient as I have many 
students and families. 

Need-to-knows
• Some classwork will be on Google Classroom. Students can post on our 

“stream” to communicate with me and their peers. 
• I will provide feedback on all assignments to students. If I return 

something with feedback asking a student to make corrections, he/she 
will have another opportunity to turn the assignment in. 

• All assignments that have been successfully completed will be returned 
with a grade. 

• School hours are as follows
• Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday à 8:30 AM -3:20 PM
• Wednesday à 8:30 AM – 2:35 PM

• Students will be using a variety of online platforms and applications for 
learning activities. 

• These include, but are not limited to: 
• Math: Zearn, XtraMath, KhanAcademy
• ELA: Lexia, Epic!, MyView
• Google Suite: Docs, Slides
• Clips (for making videos)

• Students will be instructed on how to use these platforms and 
applications. Students are encouraged to keep a notes page of 
passwords and usernames for login information so that it can be 
easily accessed. 

Birthdays
We will celebrate student birthdays by allowing 
children to bring non-edible treats for the students 
in the class. The district encourages non-food items 
due to food allergies in and around the building. 

Weekly Folder 
Your child’s weekly folder is one of our tools for communication. You will find 
school notes, corrected papers, and a weekly reflection in your child’s weekly 
folder. Please check the folder every Friday (or the last day of the week)  for 
special notes and to see how your child’s behavior was this week.  Please 
return it to school on Monday (or the first day of the week). I ask that you 
initial the reflection sheet for the week and talk with your child about how 
they did that week. 

Homework
Homework will be assigned as needed (typically for ELA and math) and due 
the next day unless otherwise noted. Nightly homework includes at-home 
reading, math and/or various projects throughout the month. I expect that 
homework will be completed and handed in on time.  I strongly feel that by 
fourth grade each child is responsible for his or her home folder and 
homework. A reminder will be given to students to put items in a homework 
folder but it is ultimately the child’s responsibility. If students do not 
complete homework, they will be asked to complete it during recess and/or 
on Friday afternoons. If homework completion continues to be an issue, 
students may be issued an orange slip. 

Spelling/Vocabulary
We will have spelling tests on Fridays. The weekly vocabulary will include 
short spelling and/or vocabulary activities designed to help your child learn 
the spelling pattern and/or vocabulary definitions. Your child will benefit 
from practicing the words at home throughout the week and will have 
opportunities in class to study. 

Food
Snacks: Students are allowed to bring a healthy snack to school. Fruits and 
vegetables will be snacks that are allowed in class. Please refrain from any 
other snack other than fruits and vegetables. No junk food or candy will be 
accepted as a snack. 
Important Note: The district is now a “NO PEANUT” zone within the 
classrooms. 
Water bottles:
I encourage you to send a water bottle with your child every day throughout 
the entire school year. Proper hydration is crucial to good health, and with 
easy access to water, students are more attentive in class.


